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ellow Jack ets Reti re
Rnek r'
n111b r 1
Former Cedarvil_le College basketball
standout Ken Rucker had his jersey number 51
retired on January 29 prior to the Alumni
Weekend basketball game with Mt. Vernon
Nazarene. The Philadelphia, PA native became
just the fourth player in the Yellow Jackets'
long basketball history to have his number
retired.
Rucker completed his noteworthy career last
season as the only Cedarville player to ever
score more than 2.000 points and grab 1,000
rebounds. He is the Jackets second all-time
leading scorer with 2,281 points and is fourth in
rebounding with exactly 1,200 boards.
"Kenny was one of the best all-around
players I ever had," said Cedarville head coach
Don Callan. who just completed his 34th year at
the school. ·'Even though Ken had a fine career,
I am just as impressed with how the Lord has
(From left) Bruce McDonald, Eric Mounts, and Yellow Jacket head coach Don
blessed his life. It has been exciting to watch
Callan helped honor Ken Rucker when his jersey (#51) was retired during
him mature as a person."
Rucker was tabbed to the NAIA All-America Alumni Basketball Weekend.
third team last year after leading the Yellow Jackets to a
time leading rebounder (l,561) and ranks eighth in scoring
23-9 record. He was the NAIA District 22 and Mid-Ohio
(1,734).
Conference Player of the Year, plus was named to the
Bruce McDonald wore number 25 during his career from
National Christian College Athletic Association All1965-69. He was a two-time Mid-Ohio Conference scoring
America first team. Cedarville won 20 or more games in
leader and is Cedarville's fourth all-time leading scorer
all four years of his career and was 50-16 in his final two
(l,994).
seasons.
Eric Mounts, the last Yellow Jacket to wear number 33,
Three other Yellow Jackets have had their jersey
is still the school's all-time leading scorer (2,648). He was
numbers retired. Dozier Carter, who wore number 45,
a three-time MOC Player of the Year as well as the NAIA
played at Cedarville from 1961-65. He is the school's allDistrict 22 Player of the Year.
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T h e Cedarville
College women's
basketball team
made this
"rebuilding" year
most memorable by
claiming the
National Christian
College Athletic
Association District
III banner with an
amazing run at
season's end. They
advanced to the
national to_umament
in Ann Arbor, MI as
the top seed where
they finished fourth
out of eight schools.
"Our players
"'{Prked so hard at
Freshman guard f'!ari Dunlap _brings the
tfi'e end of the
ball up _court a!{ai,:zst Malone m the.
season," stated third- Cedarville lnvztatzonal final.
year head coach Kathy Freese, who was named NCCAA
District III Coach of the Year. "We beat some very good
teams on the road and it was exciting to see this team
a.::complish what it did."
Cedarville cruised to a 90-65 win over Grace in the
NCCAA opener. However, the women were faced with a
s~emingly impossible task of having to beat the top two
nationally-ranked NCCAA teams on the road if they were
to win the district.
The Jackets first traveled to Michigan to face number
two Spring Arbor. Freshman forward Karla Kaelber's free
thrC>w with 20 seconds left gave Cedarville a 77-76 upset
win.
Next was top-ranked Indiana Wesleyan, who was also
rated 14th nationally in NAIA Division II. Sophomore
guard Melissa Hartman poured in a career-high 31 points
and the Lady Jackets stunned the Wildcats, 88-84.
Based on the remarkable showing in the district,
Cedarville was given the top seed at the NCCAA

(See Women's Basketball on page 3)
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T o many fans, it may seem that basketball has just
begun, but can you believe that nearly six months ago the
coach threw out the balls and set it all in motion. Since that
time, many miles have been covered on the practice floor,
on buses, and in cars by players, coaches, parents and fans,
not to mention the referees. And now, after all of the agony
and ecstasy of a full season of play, we find ourselves faced
with another season of single elimination tournaments.
Lose and you're out. Eventually only one survives the
ordeal.
It seems that speculation is a national pasttime. The
media hype of certain stars and teams only serves to feed
the frenzy of activity. The pressure usually takes its toll in
spite of the efforts of the coaches to take the pressure off of
their players, which in itself produces some interesting
activity for media speculation and analysis.
Does the best team win? Those who don't quite make it
because of a bad game don't think so. They say that on any
given day many teams could be the best, but there are no
second chances once the tournament has begun.
As I've thought of the finality of the athletic playoff
arena, my mind goes to the game of life and. all its
ramifications regarding victory and defeat. How similar it
seems to athletics. Life also has its rules as given to us in
the Bible and those who want to be winners have no
alternatives but to play according to the rules.
The Bible says that there is a way that seems right to
man, but it is really the way to death, and no man can come
to God the Father but through Jesus Christ. The'Bible says
it this way in the book of Romans, chapter 6 and verse 23,
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." The book of Ephesians,

chapter 2 and verses 8-9 state, "For by grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves. It is the
gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast."
Man doesn't deserve God's love and forgiveness,
but because God loves us in spite of our sin. He wants
us to come to Him for forgiveness. In the second book
of Peter, chapter 3 and verse 9, He says He doesn't
want us to perish but come to repentance.
Many people see that Jesus Christ lived and died,
and some even agree to the fact of his resurrection!
However, they have not turned from their sin and
trusted Him for salvation. Acts chapter 4 and verse 12
states that there is no other way to salvation but
through Jesus Christ. In John chapter 1 and verse 12,
God clearly states, "As many as received Him, to them
gave He the power to become the children of God,
even to them that believe on His name."
Do you want to go out a winner in life? Do you want
a full and complete life? Then follow God's rules and
place your faith and confidence in the only one who
can forgive sin and guarantee eternal life: Jesus Christ.
As "March Madness" ends, most of us find our way
to other challenges and forget the wins and losses. Just
remember life goes on for a while and we can just get
caught up with life itself. Don't be fooled, however.
Life will end for all men die. It is an appointment we
all keep. What then?
Have you prepared for death? There may be no next
year, as we talk about in sports. Prepare not for that
which is going to fade and become worthless, but
prepare for eternal life. That preparation formula can
only be found in God's Word, the Bible.

The STING Staff
Editor

Dr. Don Callan, Athletic Director

Managing Editor

Mark Womack, Sports Information Director

Layout/Photogr aphy

Cedarville College Public Relations Department

Printing

Urbana Daily Citizen, Urbana, Ohio

The STING has been written in its entirety,

except where otherwise noted, by Mark
Womack, sports information director at
Cedarville College. Articles mfr..; reprinted
upon permission from The S
G editorial
staff.

The STING welcomes reader response and
contributions. Address all correspondence to:

The STING, c/o Athletic Department
Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314-060 l
513-766-2211

Stephanie Sherman

tephanie Sherman and Michelle Burson both earned
All-America honors at the NAIA National Indoor Track
and Field Championships on March 4-5 in Kansas City,
MO. The top si.x finishers in each event are declared AllAmericans.
Sherman, a junior from Watertown, NY, finished second
in the triple jump with a leap of 40-feet 1/2-inch. She als~
placed fifth in the long jump at 18-feet even. Burson, a
freshman from Columbus, OH, placed fourth in the twomile run with a time of 11 :20. 79.
"Stephanie led the triple jump competition most of the
way before the defending champion finally passed her near
the end," stated Cedarville head track coach Paul Orchard.
"She is in good health so far this season and is jumping
consistently high. I look for Stephanie to have an
outstanding outdoor season."
"Michelle ran a competitive race. This was only her
third indoor collegiate meet and it was a good performance
for her. We know she's only going to get better."
Sherman is now a seven-time NAIA All-American in
track and field. This was the third straight time for her to
finish among the top six in the indoor triple jump and the
second consecutive year she has accomplished the feat in
the long jump. Outdoors, she is a two-time All-American in
the triple jump and was the national champion as a
freshman in 1992.
Three other Cedarville athletes narrowly missed AllAmerica status. Jennifer Zenner finished seventh in the
1.000-yard run. On the men's side, Kevin Conkel was
seventh in the two-mile run while Peter Simons placed
eighth.
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(Left) Junior captain El Seabra was named to the
NCCAA All-Tournament team and to the Afl-MidOhio Conference first ream. (Below) Sophomore
forward Jeff Bradley led the Mid-Ohio Conference
in scoring at 23.7 points per game.

(Wome n's Basket ball continued)
Nationals. After beating host Concordia 81-69 in the
opener, the Jackets lost a 63-61 heartbre akerto MidAmerica Nazarene in the semifinals. They also dropped the
consolation game, 73-69, to Bartlesville Wesleyan. Kaelber
was named to the all-tournament team and junior Shaundra
Randolph was selected an NCCAA All-America ScholarAthlete.
"The semifinal loss hit the team extremely hard," Freese
explained afterward. "We had no emotion left for the
consolation game, but we accomplished our main goal at
the nationals. We. played with a positive spirit and we
received many compliments regarding the attitude of the
team."
The Lady Jackets· finished with a 15-18 overall record,
but that isn't bad considering that 11 of the 14 players on
the roster were either freshmen or sophomores.
Unbelievably, 14 of their games were decided by five or ·
fewer points and they won six of them.
"We knew that this would be a season where our young
players would get a lot of experience," said Freese. "We
are already excited about next year."
Kaelber paced the team in scoring at 15.8 points per
game and was named to the All-Mid-Ohio Conference
second team. Hartman averaged 11.4 points and was AllMOC honorable mention.
Junior forward Christine Copeland averaged a team-high
8.8 rebounds and sophomore center Becky Cave set a
school record with 55 blocked shots. Rachel Howard, the
T h i s year's Cedarville College basketball team
lone senior on the team, averaged 7.7 points and ranked
exceeded everyone's expectations. After graduating four
second on the team in rebounding with 5.4 per game.
starters who combined to score more than 6,000 points in
their respective careers, head coach Don Callan entered his
34th year at the school simply hoping to assemble a
competitive team that could finish with a winning record.
The result was a 21-15 mark, which was the seventh
straight 20-win campaign for the Yellow Jackets, and their
fourth trip to the National Christian College Athletic
Association tournament where they placed fourth.
"We had so many question marks at the beginning of the
season we really did not know what to expect," said Callan,
who is the second winningest active coach in the NAIA
with a career record of 558-412. "Many of our young
players developed quicker than anticipated and that was the
key. This team matured as the season progressed."
The Yellow Jackets-did not have a senior on the team
and the top two scorers were sophomores Jeff Bradley and
Bobby Polack, who both transferred to Cedarville the
previous year. But the team leader was junior captain El
Seabra who averaged 17 .3 points and 7.4 rebounds per
game. The Portuguese native was named to the NCCAA
All-Tournament team, the All-Mid-Ohio Conference first
team, and the All-NAIA Division I Great Lakes Region
team.
Bradley, a 6-6 shooting forward from Portsmouth, Ohio,
led the MOC in scoring at 23.7 points per game. He topped
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30 points in a game five times, which included a pair of
39-point efforts, and scored a school-record 82 three-point
goals. He earned spots on the NCCAA All-America second
team, the All-NAIA Division I Great Lakes Region team as
well as the All-MOC second team.
Possibly the biggest surprise came from 6-5 sophomore
center Bobby Polack. He averaged 19.9 points and 10.2
rebounds per game despite having practically no organized
b~sketball experience while growing up in Jamaica.
Junior guard Josh Rang joined Seabra in starting all 36
games and averaged 5.7 assists per game. He was also one
of the top free throw shooters in the MOC at 79.3 percent.
Callan received important contributions from several
other players. Junior forward Matthew Reynolds stepped in
at mid-season and started 20 games. Fellow classmate
David Whisman as well as sophomores Jason Quinn and
Todd Lane combined for ten starting assignments.
Cedarville was preseason picked to place seventh in the
tough eight-team MOC race. However, the Yellow Jackets
placed second to Rio Grande with an 8-6 record.
"We are quite optimistic about the next couple of
years," said Callan. "We don't lose any players to
graduation and this group will be more experienced next
season. We're already looking forward to it."
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(Clockwise from left)
Steve Mays was named to the All-Mid-Ohio
Conference team last year as a freshman.
Junior infielder Jennifer Sloan is one of six letter
winners back on the Lady Jacket softball team.
Senior Tim Keib placed second in
the discus at the NCCAA nationals
last year.
Jeff Gaglio is one of only three
returning players on theYellow
Jacket golf team.
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Seven other dates, all d01:1bleheaders, are on the schedule.
Cedarville will also play in the Indianapolis Classic and the
Urbana University tournament. Kathy Freese's team had a
13-22 record last year.
Cedarville College will again be fielding teams in
seven spring sports for 1994. The spring season is only
about six weeks in length, but it is always intense.
Following is a brief synopsis on each of the Yellow Jacket
teams.

Baseball
Second-year head coach Norris Smith is looking for better
things following last year's 13-18 season. The Yellow .
Jackets finished strong in 1993 by winning sev~n of their
final ten games.
All-Mid-Ohio Conference outfielder Steve Mays returns
for his sophomore year after batting .337 as a rookie. He
also had a team-high 18 stolen bases.
Sophomore outfielder Doug Ashley carried a team-h\gh
.347 average last year while junior shortstop Paul Melvm
hit .319. Sophomore righthander Clint Miller is th_e top
pitcher back after posting a 3-3 record last year with a 4.34
earned run average.
The Yellow Jackets are scheduled for just six dates at
home this year and only one of those is after April 9.

Golf
Jeff Gaglio, a sophomore from Webster, NY, is the top
Yellow Jacket linkster returning. He averaged 83.2 strokes
per 18 holes during his rookie season.
Only two other letterwinners are back. Ted Kruse, a
senior from St. Charles, IL, averaged 83.7 last year and
sophomore Toby Jacobson, who is from Sault St. Marie,
MN, checked in at 86.2.
Casey Wood and Greg Lawrence, who was Cedarville's
number one player last year, will serve as co-coache~.
Highlighting the schedule is the 13th Ann~al Ce~arv1lle
Invitational on April 8 at Reid Park North m Spnngfield.
That event is also one of six Mid-Ohio Conference matches
on the schedule.

Women's Softball
One of the highlights coming up during the Lady Jacket
softhall season will be on April 29-30 when Cedarville
hosts the National Christian College Athletic Association
District III tournament.

Hen's Tennis
Cedarville has been a perennial NAIA Top 20 team in
men's tennis, but not this year. Murray Murdoch, who h~s a
remarkable 551-67 record in 28 years at the helm, lost his
top four players from last year's 21-1 team.
Brannon Potts, a junior from Cleburne, TX who played
for the Yell ow Jackets in 1991 and 1992, is back along
with sophomore Jamie Hand. Cedarville will ~un for thei~
sixth straight NAIA District 22 title and 24th m al\ when It
hosts the district event on May 12-14. Murdoch will
resume his role as the NAIA national tournament director.

Women's Tennis
Head coach Pam Diehl Johnson will attempt to lead her
team to their fifth straight NAIA District 22 title when the
tournament is played May 5-7 in Portsmouth at Shawnee
State University.
Cedaryille, the defending Mid-Ohio Conference
champions, had an 11-1 record last year and finished_ a
best-ever 21st at the NAIA national tournament. Semor
Angela Hartman and younger sister Melissa,. a sop~omore,
are the top two returning players. Johnson "".Ill agam serve
as the tournament director of the NAIA Nat10nals.

Hen's and Women's Track Cedarville College will host the National Christian College
Athletic Association National Championships on May 6-7.
The men's and women's event will begin at 3:30 p.m. on
May 6 and resume at 11:30 a.m. the following day. Yellow
Jacket head coach Paul Orchard will direct the meet.
Stephanie Sherman, the Outstanding Female Performer
at last year's NCCAA Nationals, will again ~oncentrate ?n
the triple jump, long jump, and hurdles. She 1s a se_ven-t1me
NAIA All-American as well as a former NAIA national
champion in the triple jump. There are no seniors on this
year's Lady Jacket team.
On the men's side senior Jon Plush is a former NAIA
All-American in the pole vault and he is complimented in
the event by sophomore Joe Cunningham as well as
brothers Eric and Jeff Miller. Other seniors on the team are
Kevin Conkel, Darryl Hammock, Tim Keib, Brian Miller,
and Peter Simons.
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1994 Yellow Jaeket
Sports Cam.ps
O Girls Basketball
(Grades 7-12)

June 27-July 1

O Boys Cross Country
(Grades 9-12)

July 4-8

O Girls Cross Country
(Grades 9-12)

July 11-15

O Girls Volleyball
(Grades 7-12)

July 11-15

O Boys Basketball
(Grades 5-12)

July 18-22

For more information and a brochure, contact:
Yellow Jacket Sports Camps
Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314
513- 766-7755

